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“Service above Self” 

The Four Way Test (+1) 
1. Is it the TRUTH? 

2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

3. Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER 
FRIENDSHIPS? 

4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

(+1) Is it FUN! 

    
 

Cortina has 28 years of law 
enforcement experience and a 
distinguished record of 
leadership, service, and 
community engagement. Chief 
Cortina is a seasoned law 
enforcement professional who 
has served in several leadership 

positions in the West Covina Police Department 
starting as an officer in patrol, to training officer, 
detecting and moving through the ranks of 
detective, sergeant, lieutenant, and captain. His 
areas of oversight include the detective bureau, 
SWAT, major narcotics, canine unit, jail operations, 
and the patrol division. His dedication to building 
trust with the community, addressing public safety 
concerns, and enhancing departmental operations 
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WCPD Chief Cortina & CPD Chief Walczak  

Continue at “Chiefs” 

Ric Walczak was appointed as 
the Chief of Police for the Covina 
Police Department in January 
2025, where he now leads the 
men and women of the 
Department in service to the 
community. Born and raised in 
Covina, Chief Walczak has deep  

roots in the city, having attended Ben Lomond 
Elementary, Las Palmas Junior High, and 
Northview High School. His passion for law 
enforcement began early, joining the Covina Police 
Explorer Post, where he rose to the position of 
Explorer Captain. 

Chief Walczakʼs career in policing began as a police 
cadet with the Glendora Police Department, but he 
returned to his hometown of Covina in 1996 when he 

We welcome back WCPD Chief Cortina and are happy to have CPD Chief Walczak here to share their plans 
for their cities.  
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R O T A R Y  C L U B  O F  W C  

M E E T I N G  L O C A T I O N  

Rotary Club of West Covina 
Established in 1953 

Meets in person, Wednesdays 
12:15 PM 
South Hills Country Club 
2655 S. Citrus Ave. 
West Covina, CA. 91791 
Contact: Lorraine Cardenas, Secretary 
Email: westcovinarotary@gmail.com 

 

O F F I C E R S  

President  ..................  David Carmany 
Vice President  ................ Juan Alarcon 
Secretary  ..............  Lorraine Cardenas 
Treasurer  .....................  Dennis Evans 
Immediate Past President  .......... Ryan 
  ........................................... McDonnell 

D I R E C T O R S  

Youth Services ............ Meredith Parry 
Rotary Foundation .. Valarie Jaramillo 
Public Image/Relations .... Brian Jobst 
Fellowship .................... Monica Kelley 
Club Administration .. Drexel L. Smith 
Membership ................... Jim Mandala 
RCWC Foundation .. Dave Alfaro, DDS 
 .................................... Toni Villanueva 

 

R O T A R Y  I N F O R M A T I O N  

District 5300 
P.O. Box 777908 
Henderson, NV 89077 
Phone: 702-279-2102 
Email: office@district5300.org 
Rotary International World 
Headquarters 
+1 866-976-8279 (toll free) 
+1 847-866-3000 
Rotary International 
One Rotary Center 
1560 Sherman Ave. 
Evanston, IL 60201-3698, USA 

ROTARY CLUB of WEST 
COVINA NEWS 

UP C O M I N G  EV E N T S  
8/15 Interact Club Excellence Award nominations 

are due 
9/01 Labor Day 
9/23 RRR WCUSD status mtg. 
10/25 Red Ribbon Rally 

SC H E D U L E  O F  SP E A K E R S  
2025 
8/20 Susan Shiells - School on Wheels – SGV 
8/27 Melba Minguillan, Asst VP Bank Manager BMO 
9/03 Rotary District Governor's visit 
9/10 WCUSD Superintendent Emy Flores 
9/17 Tyler Wigglesworth - Update - Music Programs 

for WCUSD 
9/24 Dr. Kelly Fower - Mt Sac VP of Instruction 
10/01 Angel Hospice & Palliative Care 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

• 8/13 Board meeting 

• Closure of West Covina Sunrise 
Club. 

• West Covina Caused based Club 
becomes West Covina Sunset 
Club. 

 

http://westcovinarotary.com/
https://www.rotary.org/
mailto:westcovinarotary@gmail.com
mailto:office@district5300.org
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   M E M B E R ’S  M I L E S T O N E S  

Birthday’s Rotary Anniv. 
08/10 Valarie Jaramillo 08/02 Dennis Evans (2017) 
08/12 Frank Morgan  
 Glenda Levesque 

 
Continued from “Chiefs” 

aligns with the West Covina Police Department's 
mission. 

"I am honored to serve as the Police Chief for the 
City of West Covina and I am committed to working 
closely with our community, elected officials, and all 
members of the department to enhance public 
safety and trust," said Chief Antonio “Tony” Cortina. 
"I believe in an approach to policing that values 
collaboration, accountability, and respect for every 
individual." 

was hired as a police officer. He completed his training 
at the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Academy, Class 
292, before being assigned to the Patrol Division. 
There, he served as a training officer, participated in 
the Area D Mutual Aid Platoon, and later became a 
narcotics and gang detective. A founding member of 
the Special Response Team, Chief Walczak served as 
the team’s Scout leading tactical missions for the 
Department. Chief Walczak continued to demonstrate 
his commitment to public safety as a Crimes Against 
Persons detective, investigating the most serious 
crimes in the city. 

Chief Walczak was promoted through the ranks, 
earning the positions of Sergeant in 2007 and 
Lieutenant in 2012, where he led Patrol, Internal 
Affairs, Investigations, and Administration. In 2019, 
he was promoted to Captain and has overseen both 
the Support Services and Operations Divisions. 

Throughout his career, Chief Walczak has 
demonstrated leadership, a commitment to 
professional development, and a passion for serving 
the Covina community. Chief Walczak holds a 
Bachelor’s Degree from the University of La Verne 
and a Master’s Degree from the University of San 
Diego. He is a graduate of the Robert Presley Institute 
of Criminal Investigations, the Sherman Block 
Supervisory Leadership Institute (Class 298), and the 
Department of Justice Valor program. Ensuring that 
the Covina Police Department continues to provide 
premier policing services while maintaining a small 
hometown feel are important goals for Chief Walczak. 
He is extraordinarily proud of the work accomplished 
by the dedicated men and women of the Department 
and hopes to share that success and deepen the 
already strong connection with the community. 
Outside of his professional life, Chief Walczak enjoys 
spending time with his family, traveling, boating, and 
hiking. 

http://westcovinarotary.com/
https://www.rotary.org/
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Milan Mrakich 
City Manager, City of West Covina 

 
Mr. Mrakich will be very good for West Covina, he’s professional, experienced but most of all he likes Little 

League Baseball. It was a great introduction; we found out he has a long history and friendship with RCWC 
President David Carmany. As you would expect there were a couple good “Ole days” stories which are always 
enjoyable. Milan also talked about some of challenges that he thinks West Covina faces. He has already 
started staffing to attack these issues. We welcome and wish Milan all the best as he continues serve our 
community. 

http://westcovinarotary.com/
https://www.rotary.org/
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R E D  R I B B O N  RA L L Y  (2025) 

DE B R I E F/PL A N N I N G  
Rotary Red Ribbon Rally Agenda 

June 16, 2025 12:45-1:45 PM 
 

Link to Flyer (PDF) 

http://westcovinarotary.com/
https://www.rotary.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dcHBItEzW8rGmwcVTMToYN0k5vtH_AXt/view
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PO M O N A  R O T A R Y  CL U B  
If you don’t want to use the QR code, use this button to register.  

 

Hot August Night 

http://westcovinarotary.com/
https://www.rotary.org/
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Welcome back, WCUSD Families and Staff, 
 
The first day of school is almost here, and our schools are ready to welcome our students with open 

arms. Classrooms are bright and inviting, playgrounds are waiting to be filled with laughter and play, 
and hallways are poised to burst with the energy of learning, curiosity, and connection. From our 
youngest TK and Kindergarten learners stepping into school learning and fun for the very first time 
to our experienced scholars ready to take on new challenges, we are prepared and excited for an 
extraordinary year ahead. (Read More) 

Warm regards, 
 
Dr. Emy Flores, 
Superintendent of Schools 
West Covina Unified School District 

  Week of August 11, 2025 - Superintendent's Weekly News 
 

http://westcovinarotary.com/
https://www.rotary.org/
https://www.parentsquare.com/feeds/54802707
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Link to PDF flyer for printing 

http://westcovinarotary.com/
https://www.rotary.org/
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DG  GI L D A  MO S H I R  
Governor Gilda Moshir 

 

Dear Rotary Family, 

This edition of the Highlighter will be unique as every article 
herein is related to membership. I’d like to thank our new District 
Membership Chair, Zoot Velasco, Club Builder/New 
Channels and Inclusive Leadership Chair Gino Reyes, 
Rotaract and Rotary Community Corps Chair Edward 
Abad, and Attraction Chair Betty Bui who have crafted 
articles to help your clubs Envision Your Future. Many of our 
clubs have asked the District - How do we grow? How can we 
engage? How can we retain? Thus far, I’ve visited nine clubs and 
I’ve shared with them the idea of “giving birth to clubs” – perhaps 
a Rotaract club (either College or Community Based), or to 
consider adding a Companion club. These are some of the ideas we 
want to share with you to grow your clubs not just by numbers, but 
in strength, diversity, and connection. (more) 

 
 

 

 

D5300 News 
  

Gilda Moshir 
District 5300 Governor  

RY 2025-26 
 

August 2025 
EDITOR'S NOTE: As promised, this is the 
second edition of the Highlighter for 
August. It includes District programs and 
initiatives, club invitations, and reports of 
other club programs, activities and 
discoveries of interest. Linked at the left 
are calendar entries of note. Please 
consider entering your club’s upcoming 
events in the DACdb calendar to be 
included in this list. 

INSIDE THIS EDITION 

• DISTRICT NOTICES 

o Help Us Amplify Your Club Service 
Projects 

o Become a Paul Harris Fellow or 
PHF+ This Year 

o Peace is Fragile, But We Can Build 
It 

o The D5300 Rotaplast Project 
Needs You 

o Excitement Builds for the 2026 
Rotary Rose Parade Float 

• INVITATIONS 
Boulder City Sunrise 30th Annual 
Wurst Festival 
Mesquite Rotary Hosts 11th Annual 
MUDD Volleyball Fundraiser 

• CLUB HIGHLIGHTS 

 

http://westcovinarotary.com/
https://www.rotary.org/
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/Ezbulletin2/preview2.cfm?ezBulletinID=118250
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NEW  ROTAPLAST  OP P O R T U N I T I E S  –  

NA G A M A N G A L A  I N D I A  -  KA M P A L A ,  UG A N D A   
The D5300 Cleft Lip Project Needs you…Schedule a speaker for your 

club meeting, make a donation or volunteer for a Mission….upcoming 
missions are: 
▪ Nagamangala, India - 2 Weeks - December 6 – 21, 2025 Four (4) Non-

Medical Volunteer Positions Available 
▪ Kampala, Uganda - 2 Weeks - June 07, 2026 - June 21, 2026 Several 

Non-Medical Volunteer Positions Available 
Contact any member of the Project Committee or the Chair: Drexel L. 

Smith @ dls@drexelcg.com 
…. 

Drexel L. Smith,  
Rotary District 5300 
Cleft Lip/Palate Project 
Committee Chair 

Flyer link to PDF 
Volunteer Form Link 

Harry Sparrow 
Clarifier editor 2025-26 

Dear Friend of Claremont Rotary, 
 

We hope to see you on Friday, the 25th of July. Our program features Kathleen Fariss, the new CEO of the 
Claremont Chamber of Commerce. 

You can link here to zoom into the meeting, 
Yours in Rotary,  

http://westcovinarotary.com/
https://www.rotary.org/
mailto:dls@drexelcg.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6243911219?pwd=N3psdTdlSUZwY2JTc21BZWM3K29JZz09&omn=88098076327
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District 5300/Area 5 Club Info  

 

• Covina –South Hills CC Google map link  

• 1st/3rd Thurs. 12:00 PM 

• Dirian, Donald, Pres.  

• www.covinarotary.org 
 

• Covina Sunrise -District Field Event Center Google map link 

• Tues. at 7:15 AM 

• Espinoza, John, Pres 

• covinasunriserotary.com 
 

• Industry Hills - Homestead Museum Gallery Google map link 

• Tuesdays 12:10 PM 

• Seal, Tim , Pres.  

• www.industryhillsrotary.org/ 
 

• West Covina Sunset-West Covina Christian Church Google map link 

• Sunday: 12PM-1PM 

• Gabby Soliz, Pres.  
Area 4 Club 

• Glendora - Peppertree Café Google map link 

• Tuesday at 8-9AM 

• Clark, Kathleen A, Pres.  

• Link to Newsletter 
Area 6 Club 

• Walnut Valley - Holiday Inn Diamond Bar/Pomona Google map link 

• Tuesday at 8AM 

• Malonzo, Jovy , Pres. 
 

here. 
We look forward to seeing you at the next meeting on Friday, January 31 at 12:10 at the Hughes 
Center. The timely program will be Steve Robles, Supervisor of the National Hotshots Firefighters. 
You can link here to zoom into the meeting. 
Sharing the Magic of Rotary, 

here. 
We look forward to seeing you at the next meeting on Friday, January 31 at 12:10 at the Hughes 
Center. The timely program will be Steve Robles, Supervisor of the National Hotshots Firefighters. 
You can link here to zoom into the meeting. 
Sharing the Magic of Rotary, 

here. 
We look forward to seeing you at the next meeting on Friday, January 31 at 12:10 at the Hughes 
Center. The timely program will be Steve Robles, Supervisor of the National Hotshots Firefighters. 
You can link here to zoom into the meeting. 
Sharing the Magic of Rotary, 

 

http://westcovinarotary.com/
https://www.rotary.org/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/pnUDeUoAsUnqc6Xc9
http://www.covinarotary.org/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/svi2b19WYbena9xZ6
https://www.dacdb.com/Club/covinasunriserotary.com
https://maps.app.goo.gl/HFv6JsGWmYiGioij8
http://www.industryhillsrotary.org/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/RqV1zhx3Sc9pZDeP9
https://maps.app.goo.gl/46g9fiHrF79dVJqNA
https://www.rotaryofglendora.org/?p=weeklybulletin
https://maps.app.goo.gl/kDbDhwtiLDYSB6GL7
https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/5300/Bulletins/780/Clarifier_2025/Clarifier_01-24-2025_Mid-Year_Assembly.pdf
https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/5300/Bulletins/780/Clarifier_2025/Clarifier_01-24-2025_Mid-Year_Assembly.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6243911219?pwd=N3psdTdlSUZwY2JTc21BZWM3K29JZz09&omn=87258763037
https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/5300/Bulletins/780/Clarifier_2025/Clarifier_01-24-2025_Mid-Year_Assembly.pdf
https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/5300/Bulletins/780/Clarifier_2025/Clarifier_01-24-2025_Mid-Year_Assembly.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6243911219?pwd=N3psdTdlSUZwY2JTc21BZWM3K29JZz09&omn=87258763037
https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/5300/Bulletins/780/Clarifier_2025/Clarifier_01-24-2025_Mid-Year_Assembly.pdf
https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/5300/Bulletins/780/Clarifier_2025/Clarifier_01-24-2025_Mid-Year_Assembly.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6243911219?pwd=N3psdTdlSUZwY2JTc21BZWM3K29JZz09&omn=87258763037
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Rotary International News 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

RI Calendar August 2025 

K E Y  A R T I C L E  

 

PR E S I D E N T ’S  

ME S S A G E  
This month and every month  

 

RI  PR E S I D E N T  

R Y 2 0 2 5 - 2 6  

 

Francesco Arezzo, 
Rotary Club of Ragusa, 

ITALY  

District 5300 Gov 

 
Gilda Moshir 

gildarotary5300@gmail.com 
 

District 5300 Gov. Elect. 

 
Dennis Franklin 

Area Governor Area 6 

 
Roy Berry 

rabarry@barryandbarrylaw.com 

RCWC President 

 
David Carmany 

carmanydavid@gmail.com 

August is Membership Month, but 
our commitment to growth and 
connection is year-round. When 
we focus on growing Rotary, we 
grow our ability to serve, to lead, 
and to bring lasting change. 

Membership growth isn’t just about numbers. It’s about opening 
doors. It’s about inviting more people who are ready to give their 
time, talents, and hearts to a cause greater than themselves. When 
we welcome new members, we bring in fresh ideas and new 
energy. We expand our impact, strengthen our clubs, and ensure 
that Rotary continues to evolve with the world around us. 
(more) 

http://westcovinarotary.com/
https://www.rotary.org/
https://magazine.rotary.org/rotary/august_2025/MobilePagedArticle.action?articleId=2073768&app=false#articleId2073768
https://magazine.rotary.org/rotary/august_2025/MobilePagedArticle.action?articleId=2073768&app=false#articleId2073768
mailto:rabarry@barryandbarrylaw.com
https://magazine.rotary.org/rotary/august_2025/MobilePagedArticle.action?articleId=2073769&app=false#articleId2073769
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A gift today to our Foundation will help Rotary members do good in your community and around the world. 
Rotary members respond every day to challenges in communities around the world — work that is often 

supported by Rotary Foundation grants. These grants are possible because of contributions from members like 
you and Foundation supporters around the globe. But requests for funding are increasing, and we need your 
help to support more projects that make an impact. 

When you donate to our Foundation’s Annual Fund, you become part of a collective effort to support 
sustainable, life-changing Rotary projects. The Annual Fund includes SHARE, the World Fund, and funds for 
our areas of focus. 

Our members and donors allow Rotary to accomplish amazing things. In the current Rotary year, we’ve 
already helped fund more than 478 district grants, 1,053 global grants, and 101 disaster response grants. As 
part of each one, Rotary members work with communities to address ongoing problems and find solutions to 
emerging issues. 

Please support our Annual Fund today by making a gift online or sending a contribution by mail. Your 
donation will be transformed into projects by Rotary clubs around the world, including West Covina. Together, 
we can support members who are Doing Good in the World. 

 

Sincerely, 
The Rotary Foundation 

DONATE  

 

http://westcovinarotary.com/
https://www.rotary.org/
https://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/1cfdRMSohQTXBMu7GLmYM7hUTQbG0
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Club Calendar 

http://westcovinarotary.com/
https://www.rotary.org/
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Club Calendar 

 
The Trumpet is published weekly and emailed to club members, fellow Rotarians, and friends. If you wish to add or 
remove your name to/from our mailing list just email us at westcovinarotary@gmail.com. All rights reserved. 

Public Google calendar Link 

http://westcovinarotary.com/
https://www.rotary.org/
mailto:westcovinarotary@gmail.com
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/1?cid=NGZnN3JsYTZjMjNuODNmbWNtcWEzMjZsNWdAZ3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ

